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The Art of  
the Chapel

Loreto’s Chapel in Ballarat is one of the largest and most
elaborate convent chapels in Australia. Completed in 1902,
the Convent Chapel is a symbol of the faith and identity of
the Loreto Sisters.

The Chapel was completed with a bequest from a German
Countess, Countess Elizabeth Wolff-Metternich who
travelled to Australia and was enrolled at Loreto Mary’s
Mount in 1898. The Countess tragically died on the voyage
back to Germany in 1899 and bequeathed half her estate to
be used for the completion of the Chapel.

The Chapel was designed by William Tappin in a neo gothic
style and built of local materials.

Some of the paintings displayed in the cloister of the Chapel
are the work of Loreto Sisters.

This display looks at these Sister artists and Loreto’s history.
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‘Country Road’, watercolour 
painted by Mother Catherine 
Goddard

Mother Catherine had been a close 
friend of Sr. Mary Muirhead’s mother, 
Martha Muirhead (nee Tipping), 
whose sister, Mother Borgia Tipping, 
was also a Loreto Sister.                                                   
Mother Catherine gave the Muirhead 
family one of her beautiful 
watercolours, a country scene with a 
road leading off into the landscape.  
This painting was donated by the 
Muirhead family to Loreto.                                                                                   
The scene was painted in 1922 and 
looks very much like Ballarat 
countryside and may be the ‘Road 
beyond Wendouree, Ballarat, in 
Spring’, referred to in Mother Borgia 
Tipping’s biography of Mother 
Catherine.    



Art was an important part of the curriculum from the earliest 
days.
Art Class 1909 and Mary’s Mount Art Studio 1895.
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VEGETABLE GARDEN 
At LORETO ABBEY. BALLARAT 
Painted By : eathen'ne Goddard 
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These highly decorative 
embroidered vestments and 
jewelled monstrance graced 
the Chapel ceremonies.
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Mary Ward (1585-1645) was the founder of the Institute of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary/Loreto and the Congregation of Jesus.                                              
She battled Church and State to create a religious order for women whose 
aim was the education of women.



Mary Ward was imprisoned in Munich in 1531 for heresy. She was locked in a 
small airless room in a convent and denied any outside contact other than food 
and laundry provided by her friends. She used the paper that wrapped her 
laundry and lemon juice as ink, which in invisible until heated, to send 
messages to the outside.



An orrery is a mechanical model of the solar system. 
John Barry, the brother of Mother Gonzaga Barry, donated the orrery to 
Mary’s Mount.  It would seem that Mother Gonzaga brought the orrery back 
with her after her trip to Ireland in 1887. 



A reproduction of an early standardised uniform worn by Loreto
students.

This was the winter uniform described as a, “royal blue cashmere dress
with black velvet yoke, cuffs and belt.”

The colour was described as, “the old blue of the wild hyacinth”. Blue is
a traditional Loreto colour, said to be taken from the blue of the
hyacinths in the woods outside Munich, where Mary Ward established
one of her first convents and schools.



Mother Gonzaga Barry 
(18~4-1915) 

\\\e 'ounder of loreto in Australia, Mary Barry, was born in 
\Ne~\otd on 24th Ju\y 1834. The eldest of seven children, she 
Y,te'N u~ \n County Wexford where her father was the manager of 
the Nat\ona\ 'Sank of \re\and in Enniscorthy. She was educated at 
\.oreto schoo\s \n Gorey and Rathfarnham. 
\o het fami\v, she was known as 'Mamie'. 

2. Bible used by Mother 
Gonzaga. 
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