
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY 

 
APRIL 10, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement of Land 
 
We acknowledge the land on which we gather according to local custom. 
 
 
We gather …  
 
We gather in shuttered silence …  
 
We gather in a simple space …  
 
We gather in stretched solidarity …  
 
We gather in shared suffering …  
 



We place … 

Symbols connected with our Judeo-Christian heritage or Mary Ward tradition… the 
meaning of Good Friday… our land or contemporary reality… are placed  

Each participant could bring a personal crucifix and speak very briefly to its 
significance or place it in silence…  

We listen… 

Two sets of readings are presented: 

a) Liturgy of the Word of Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
b) Some contemporary texts

… please choose one set

Liturgy of the Word 

Alternate Texts 

The Cost of Discipleship – Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1937) 

“The cross is laid on every Christian.  
The first Christ-suffering which every man (one) must experience is the call to 
abandon the attachments of this world.  
It is that dying of the old man (self) which is the result of his encounter with Christ.  
As we embark upon discipleship, we surrender ourselves to Christ in union with his 
death— 
we give over our lives to death.  
Thus, it begins; the cross is not the terrible end to an otherwise god-fearing and 
happy life,  
but it meets us at the beginning of our communion with Christ.  
When Christ calls a man (us), he bids him (us) come and die.”  

Good Friday People – Sheila Cassidy (1991) 

We tremble because we are afraid that we too may be called to powerlessness, to 
follow Jesus along the road to Calvary.  We fear the pain, the weariness, the 
humiliation, and the loss, but most of all we fear that we may not be equal to what is 
asked of us.  It’s all right for THEM – we say; they’re special, holy, stronger, braver, 
somehow different from us, a people set apart.  But are they so very different, I 
wonder?  I don’t think so.  I believe we are all, all, potentially Good Friday people.  We 
are all frail, earthen vessels who may, should the potter choose, be fashioned in his 
image and for his own mysterious purposes.  He chooses the weak and makes them 
strong in bearing witness.  Their strength is his.  The light they cast is his.  And we, all 
we have to do is remember that his love is better than life itself and say ‘YES’. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041020.cfm


It is finished – Michael Leunig (2004) 

It is finished. 
So, let us share 
These dear remaining moments; 
A tiny scoop of air, 
Two more little touches of your hand – 
The final touches, 
And we’ll be there. 

It is done 
Yet love is here –  
Not as it was before; 
Beneath a world of fear; 
For now, the world is just a tiny flower; 
The light is true 
And love is near. 

It is gone: 
The living pain; 
The steady ache for power, 
The agony for gain; 
Like a fever which has faded now, 
And only light 
And love remain. 

For love was made 
In spite of all, 
Piece by lonely piece, 
Fragments frail and small; 
Dearly held when life was cold and dark; 
Now love’s the light 
That holds it all. 

It is there –  
It is true; 
The final touches now 
Will see it gently through; 
Two more little touches of your hand - 
Love for me 
And love for you.  

Extended period of silence follows … 

We reflect… 

The Cambridge Singers perform the 8-part setting of Antonio Lotti’s (1667-1740) 
Crucifixus, from the Nicene Creed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZ9dXLmRlpo


 
We share…  
 
If appropriate, reflections are shared…  
 
 
We pray…  
 
Adaptations of the traditional Good Friday prayers. 

For the Church throughout the world,  

   that we may listen to Jesus’ words from the cross 
   and respond in love to the crucified peoples of this world, 
    

Let us pray to the Lord   
 
For Pope Francis and all leaders, 

 
that their ministry may be shaped by the journey of Jesus to the 
cross and beyond, 
 
Let us pray to the Lord  

    
For those preparing for baptism at Easter, 

 
that they may be washed anew in the love of God and 
encouraged by the support of the believing community,  
 
Let us pray to the Lord 

 
For Christians everywhere, 

 
that we may be united in the mysteries of our shared faith this 
Easter, 

    
Let us pray to the Lord 

 
For our Jewish brothers and sisters, 
 

that their celebration of Passover this year may be richly blessed 
and a true celebration of freedom, family and faith, 
 

   Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For those who do not believe in God, 

 
that their hearts and minds may find hope and meaning in a 
troubled world, 
 
Let us pray to the Lord 

 
For leaders of our schools, ministries, nation and world, 

 
that they may take their example from the radical  



example of Jesus who stumbled, forgave,  
surrendered … in love, 
 
Let us pray to the Lord 

 
For those in special need – through illness, grief, despair or sadness, 
  

that they may find meaning and hope in the passion and 
resurrection of Christ, 
 

 Let us pray to the Lord 
 

We embrace peace…  
 
In our isolation we truly embrace peace… you may like to name those people in 
particular that expand your hearts today/this evening… 
  
 
We bless…  
 
Until we meet again…  
 

May God bless all people in the face of struggle, suffering and 
silence.  
  
All: Amen 
 
May Jesus, who agrees to side with those persecuted, betrayed 
and dying, dwell in us. 
  
All: Amen 
 
May the Holy Spirit gentle us in our prayer, reflection and 
sacrifice today and every day. 
  
All: Amen 
 
May Mary Ward, who was faithful to those suffering, sustain us. 
  
All: Venerable Mary Ward, pray for us, and give us your spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 
We move on…  
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