Archives’ 2019 Display — ‘Loreto’s Time Capsule’

Our Loreto Archive Centre in Ballarat has a display area in what was the original St. Anne’s Parish
School, more lately the Mary’s Mount Kindergarten building. This building was built in 1908 and the
new wings for repositories and offices that make up the Archives Centre added in 2012. The gallery
space is a fairly large room with original features, such as the two fire places and the bay window. It
is visited by outside groups and students as well as the Loreto community.

The display is changed annually so that different aspects of Loreto’s history can be highlighted. This
year we have explored the metaphor of archives as ‘time capsule’.

The Gallery is divided into time periods. With the interpretation on the banners and selected artefacts,
we aim to capture something of the essence of each period.

Visits to our display are most welcome but we offer this taste of ‘Loreto’s Time Capsule’.



1875—1915

Mother Gonzaga Barry, seven other nuns and 2 postulants left Rathfarnham Abbey in
Ireland on 20" May 1875. They landed in Melbourne on 19" July 1875 and travelled to
Ballarat the next day.

The passing of the 1872 Victorian Education Act had meant the withdrawal of
government funding from denominational schools and Bishops were calling on religious
congregations to fill the staffing gap and expand the number of Cathalic schools.

Mother Gonzaga responded to the request by Bishop Michael O'Connor, first Bishop of
Ballarat, to lead a mission of Irish Lareto Sisters to Australia.

The first foundation made was at the Sturt Street site, known for many years as Mary's
Mount. The Sturt Street house had been built for Edgar Agar Wynne and his family in
the mid 1860s. A convent was established and school began on 29" September 1875.
Very soon afterwards the Dawson Street house was purchased for the Loreto day school.
During her lifetime Mother Gonzaga Barry established canvents and schools in Portland,
Melbourne, Hamilton, Sydney, Adelaide and Perth as well as two teacher training
colleges and kindergartens. Loreto also administered and staffed parish primary schools.
Mother Gonzaga helieved that the world needed “wise, loveable and well-educated
women” and to this end she ensured a broad education was provided in the schools she
founded.




1916—1930s

After the death of Mother Gonzaga Barry in 1915, leadership of the Institute was passed
to Mother Stanislaus Mulhall, who had for many years trained the new Sisters of the
order in her role as Novice Mistress.

The 1920s saw the escalation of changes in technology, culture and global politics. Jazz
and Art Deco blossomed as did the women’s suffrage movement. The students’ dresses
and hair became shorter and new social freedoms were experienced.

Photography became available to ordinary people with more affordable cameras and
the age of the snapshots and personal photograph albums arrived. Many Loreto
students of this era had their own hox brownie cameras and recorded for the first time
a student perspective of schoal life.

The Great Depression of the late 1920s/early 1930s and then the Second World War
took their toll as enrolments plummeted and resources became scarce but four new
Loreto schools were founded and a University College.

St. Mary’s Hall was established in 1918 as a college for women attending the University
of Melbourne.

In 1921 Loreto’s Adelaide school moved from Norwood to their new site at Marryatville.
In 1924 Loreto Convent Albert Park closed, replaced by a new Melbourne school, Loreto
Mandeville Hall Toorak. In 1928 Loreto College Coorparoc was opened and in 1931 a
new school in Perth, Loreto Nedlands, was built.




The Second World War resulted in the tragic loss of relatives and friends of Sisters and
students. Three Loreto schools were evacuated to safer sites, due to the fear of enemy

attack.

sheltered lives behind the convent walls.

After the war there was a return to a prosperous Australia with dramatic rises in student
enrolments and religious vocations although women were expected to resume their
post war domestic roles.

A new school magazine was begun in 1945, covering all Loreto schools and emphasizing
a common philosophy.

The novitiate was expanding and a new, larger and more modern novitiate was built at
Narmanhurst for the growing number of vocations.

An amalgamated Past Pupils’ Association was established in 1954 and the first Loreto
Federation Conference took place in 1955.

1957 saw the beginning of a long association with the Blackburn Parish in Melbourne
where Sisters taught in the local parish primary schools and undertook pastoral work.

Behind the convent walls Sisters still lived traditional convent lifestyles and the students
were also expected to conform to the customary routine.

1940s—1950s

The influx of defence force personnel to nearby camps impacted on the




1960s—1970s

The 1960s and 1970s brought significant social changes globally and Loreto was not immune. Dresses
hecame shorter, including school uniforms, and the Sisters donned first modified habits and then
secular dress. Sisters’ names also changed with, in most cases, a return to their birth names.

The Second Vatican Council in 1965 directed profound revisions in religious life with a focus on a
wider lay community involvement and a return to the ideals of founders.

Loreto endorsed the doctrine of the ‘Preferential Option for the Poor’, sending Sisters to India to work
in nutrition and education.

Loreto’s novitiate moved from Nermanhurst te the more central, newly established Loreto House in
St. Vincent Place, Albert Park in 1969,

Commercial Calleges were set up in Ballarat and South Melbourne to broaden the job opportunities
for girls who would be working for their living.

Mission was begun in the Northern Territory with the establishment of a community in Broome in
1973 and Gnowangerup in 1979.

In 1975 an experimental local parish associated community was established in Cobden Street, South
Melbourne where the Sisters worled in the field of care of children after school hours and ministered
to patients in Prince Henry's Hospital.

In 1978 a community was established in Lyons Street Ballarat to support the Cathedral Parish.

1975 was Loreto’s Centenary Year, an opportunity to celebrate and reflect on the advances of the last
100 years.

Loreto education was restructured with the formation of the Central Education Advisory Board in
1976, established to advise the Provincial and to direct the schools. The CEAB ewvolved into LSAC
{ Loreto Schools Advisory Committee).

In 1977 Loreta's Claremont College in Perth amalgamated with 5t Louis’ School for Boys to become
lohn XXl College, a co-educational school.  The same year Portland Conwvent became the
co-cducational and ecumenical Christian Community College, now Bayview College.

In 1978 the two schools in Ballarat, Mary's Mount and Dawson Street, amalgamated to become
Loreta College Ballarat.
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1980s—1990s

The 1980s and 1990s saw a continuation of the expansion of Loreto Sisters’ missions outside the
schools. In 1985 a community was established in Lygon Street Carlton as an experiment in
religious-lay community structure working as a residential support group. In 1980 a community was
formed in Thornlie, WA, and in 1986 in Lombadina. Sisters worked in the communities of Broome,
Looma, Derby, and Gnowerangerup W.A., Darwin and Alice Springs and Forbes NSW. Perth Sisters
were assisting newly arrived Vietnamese refugees to settle in Australia. Other Sisters worked in
refugee camps in Cambodia, Thailand and Hong Kong.

A community was formed at Parafield Gardens in Adclaide whose members assisted the
resettlement of Cambodian refugees

In 1985 the Province joined international celebrations for the 400th anniversary of the birth of Mary
Ward in 1585. Celebrations included a Mary Ward Pilgrimage to Europe, a Mary Ward Conference
in London and a Mary Ward Seminar in Melbourne.

Alsa in 1985, revised Constitutions based con thase of the Society of Jesus were finally approved by
the Vatican, taking the Institute closer to its founder’s charism.

During the 1980s and 1990s there were changes to the governance structure of Loreto schools. The
first IBYM Missions Statement for Schools was implemented in 1986 and the incorporation of the
schools began in the early 1990s. The first lay Principal was appointed at Loreto Mandeville Hall
Toorak in 1989 and the first Loreto School Council formed in 1921,

In 1995 the Loreto Vietnam Australia Program was established and gained NGO approval in 1997,
The program won world-wide acclaim with its continuing projects to help young Vietnamese
students in rural and inner city areas, providing educational opportunities, safe housing, supporting
vision-impaired children and launching a highly resourced school for children with intellectual
disabilities.
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2000s

The 2000s have seen the continuation of the evolution of Loreto. Although still closely bonded with the
schools by ties of governance and philosophy, most Sisters have left the school sphere other than in a
supporting role.

The Loreto Education Board was established in 2001, a professional body assisting the Sisters in the
governance of Loreto schools,

2003 was the year of Reunion of the Irish (including Australia) and the North American Branches of the
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a significant move towards unificaticn of all Mary Ward women, so
desired by Mother Gonzaga Barry.

The '‘Courage to Move’ call came from the international leadership in 2003 and the Australian Province
responded with their continuing work in Vietnam, also Zambia, India and Myanmar, settling in Timer
Leste in 2006 for their longterm commitment. A Loreto Pre-school in 2015 and Community Centre in
2017 were founded in the Timor Leste town of Gari-uai.

Mary Ward International was established in 2002 to support the world-wide ministries of the IBVM for
poor and marginalised people. Mary Ward International Australia is part of this global network.

2009 was the 400™ anniversary of the founding of the Institute by Mary Ward. This anniversary was
greeted with worldwide celebrations, a Mary Ward Pilgrimage and the writing of Loreto’s history .
Continuing their onward journey, the Ballarat comimunity of Sisters moved from their first hame of Mary's
MMount, where Loreto Sisters had lived since 1E75, to a new community home in Ballarat in 2012,

In 2015 Loreto Ministries Limited was established as a not-for-profit public company to support the
ongoing missions of Loreto in Australia and South-East Asia.




