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                                 Bicentenary Jubilee Celebrations 
 

On August 12th 1821 Frances Teresa Ball and two novices Anne Baptist Therry and Eleanor 
Ignatia Arthur returned from York to found a house of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in Dublin.  On October 15th Baptist and Ignatia made their profession and on that 
day the Institute had truly arrived to Ireland, and so began the Irish/Loreto branch of Mary 
Ward’s Institute. 

 

We have reflected on how to celebrate this our bicentenary in a meaningful and sincere way.  It comes as 
we begin a journey towards Union of Mary Ward’s Institute and as we prepare for GC ’22.  How do we mark 
the occasion, which is indeed historic and includes the stories of Teresa Ball and many great women who are 
among our cloud of witnesses?   
 

Our special Loreto branch bicentenary Jubilee will begin on August 12th 2021 and will end with our General 
Congregation in October 2022.  In fact the rescheduled CJ General Congregation will end on August 12th and 
we hope to incorporate the launch of the jubilee with the end of their GC.  During this time of jubilee we will 
reflect on our past, unfolding our history and revisiting the stories; we will discern our present preparing for 
our General Congregation and discerning our calls today; and we will dream for our future as we walk the 
path towards one Mary Ward Institute.  In holding this story of the Loreto branch of the Institute in our 
hearts we acknowledge the commitment and generosity of Teresa Ball and so many great members of our 
Institute.  We bring their story to fulfillment in a way that will open up our charism and stretch it to new 
beginnings.  We will reflect on mission and how we are being called to “go out” in today’s world, we will 
reflect on leadership how we are all called as women to lead in our world and our Church today.  A small 
committee will be formed to help lead us through various aspects of the jubilee. 
 

As part of our jubilee we will invite each province to undertake an environmental project, something 
significant that will witness to our care of creation, we will launch the biography of Teresa Ball, currently 
being written by Professor Deirdre Rafferty of University College, Dublin and we will invite each province to 
reflect on the story of the founding of their own province and region.  We will no doubt hear stories of 
bravery and courage, of leaving home for the gospel, of mission, vocations and growth, desire for oneness 
and connection, reunion, but also we will hear the stories of schism, of dissent, death, sickness, poverty, 
failures, struggle and separation.  Let us allow grace to shine through the humanity of our history and let us 
give thanks for 200 years spreading the good news. 
 

The Eastern Africa province will also celebrate their own jubilee as they mark 100 years since IBVM sisters 
arrived in Nairobi.  For our sisters in Peru 2021 marks 40 years since the sisters arrived there.  Many of our 
celebrations may be limited by the current restrictions but we hope that by August 12th 2021 we will be able 
to begin to mark these historic events in a meaningful way.  The jubilee will be a special time for us to share 
our history and story with our CJ sisters, and with our many colleagues and friends. 
 

With love and blessings, 
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